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The payment error rate includes both under-payments and over-payments that exceed the 

tolerance level (currently $58). The USDA is clear that the payment error rate is not a fraud rate. 

Errors are mostly due to mistakes by administering agency or recipients as they navigate complex 

rules around counting income from various sources and certain expenses for deductions. Intentional 

fraud is a very small piece of the payment error rate. Agencies are expected to detect and recover 

over-payments made to households regardless of the reason so that only eligible participants receive 

benefits and all participants receive the correct benefit amount. State agencies must implement a 

corrective action plan if their error rate exceeds quality control standards and pay significant 

penalties if the error rate remains elevated for two years.  

 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/qc
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The bill does not directly change Summer EBT or even name it, but the changes to the Thrifty 

Food Plan (TFP) revision process and limitation on future SNAP benefit adjustments will have an 

indirect impact on future Summer EBT benefits. Summer EBT benefits will continue to be adjusted 

annually based on inflation, but because those annual adjustments are tied to SNAP benefits, Summer 

EBT benefits will not grow as much as they would have. In addition, if families lose access to SNAP, 

their children will not be automatically enrolled in Summer EBT. Those children will still be eligible 

but will have to apply for the program, increasing the likelihood that eligible children will not receive 

this nutrition support.  

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/work-requirements
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Research consistently shows that work requirements do not meaningfully increase 

employment or earnings, meaning that federal savings come from fewer people participating in 

SNAP because they drop off rather than keep up with the paperwork, or they become ineligible due to 

the time limit. The need for SNAP does not decrease -- fewer people in need get help affording 

adequate food.    
 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/recipient/eligibility/non-citizen
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
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LIHEAP helps eligible families cover 

heating and cooling expenses. The “Heat and 

Eat” linkage is a state option that allows 

households receiving at least $20 annually 

in LIHEAP benefits to get the standard 

utility allowance deduction for the purpose 

of determining net countable income for 

eligibility and benefit level determinations. 
 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61570
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