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[bookmark: _Hlk94522141]SAMPLE LOCAL POLICY: 
SUMMER MEALS MAYORAL PROCLAMATION 


INTRODUCTION
 
This resource provides local policymakers and advocates with sample language to use in a Mayoral Proclamation recognizing the importance of summer meals programs. 

SAMPLE MAYORAL PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, summer is the hungriest time of year for many children when food insecurity tends to increase, and families often struggle to secure the consistent, healthy meals their children need to grow and thrive; [endnoteRef:1] and [1:  Nord M, Romig K. Hunger in the Summer: Seasonal Food Insecurity and the National School Lunch and Summer Food Service Programs. Journal of Children and Poverty. 2016;12(2): 141-158.] 

WHEREAS, roughly half of school-aged kids qualify for free or reduced-price school meals and are eligible for summer meal programs, [endnoteRef:2] however less than 20% of eligible kids are reached by traditional summer sites, underscoring the urgent need to expand access;[endnoteRef:3] and  [2:  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD), "Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey,” 2022-23 v.1a.]  [3:  Boone, K., Hayes, C. (2026). Hunger doesn’t take a vacation: The reach of summer meals. Food Research & Action Center. https://frac.org/wpcontent/uploads/Summer-Report-2026.pdf. ] 

WHEREAS, the National School Lunch Program Seamless Summer Option and the Summer Food Service Program, which are funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and administered by state agencies, play a vital role in bridging the summer hunger gap by helping children from low-income and food-insecure households get the nutrition they need when school is not in session;[endnoteRef:4] and [4:  Vericker T, et al. USDA Summer Meals Study, Volume 1. Participant and Nonparticipant Characteristics. U.S. Department of Agriculture: Washington, DC, 2021. https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/usda-summer-meals-study.] 

WHEREAS, the introduction and expansion of the Rural Non-Congregate Meal option enabled 13% more families to participate in summer meal programs in 2024 compared to 2023 by allowing flexible "grab-and-go" or home-delivered meal models that overcame traditional barriers of transportation and distance;[endnoteRef:5] and [5:  Boone, K., Hayes, C. (2026). Hunger doesn’t take a vacation: The reach of summer meals. Food Research & Action Center. https://frac.org/wpcontent/uploads/Summer-Report-2026.pdf.] 

WHEREAS, Summer EBT, known as SUN Bucks, allows participating states to complement traditional summer meal programs by providing a $120 per child per summer grocery benefit to families with children who are eligible for free and reduced-price meals;[endnoteRef:6] and [6:  Collins AM, et al. Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer for Children (SEBTC) Demonstration: Summary Report. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service. 2016. https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/ops/sebtcfinalreport.pdf.] 

WHEREAS, 37 states, the District of Columbia, all five U.S. territories, and two Indian Tribal Organizations implemented Summer EBT in 2024, reaching over 21 million children with over $2.5 billion in grocery benefits;[endnoteRef:7] and  [7:  Boone, K., Hayes, C. (2026). Hunger doesn’t take a vacation: The reach of summer meals. Food Research & Action Center. https://frac.org/wpcontent/uploads/Summer-Report-2026.pdf.] 

WHEREAS, summer meal programs are most effective when paired with educational and enrichment activities, which provide students a fun, safe place to be with friends and stay active, help curb the learning loss experienced during the summer months, especially among low-income children, and prepare students to return to school ready to learn and thrive;[endnoteRef:8] and [8:  Augustine C, et al. Learning from Summer: Effects of Voluntary Summer Learning Programs on Low-Income Urban Youth. RAND Corporation. 2016. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1557.html.] 

WHEREAS, my administration is committed to increasing awareness about summer meal programs and Summer EBT, and helping ensure that no child goes hungry this summer.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, [FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME], Mayor of [CITY], do hereby proclaim [MONTH] [DAY(S)], 2026 as SUMMER MEALS [DAY/WEEK/MONTH], and encourage residents to visit No Kid Hungry’s Summer Resource Hub  at www.nokidhungry.org/help (Spanish: www.nokidhungry.org/ayuda) to find the nearest meal site.
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